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March 2026 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

I want to take a moment and thank our current Board Members for their 
efforts.  We volunteer because we are dedicated to providing 
opportunities for our members and the community surrounding us to 
bond with our dogs in a variety of venues. 
 
The Board is putting together a list of volunteer opportunities of all 
levels.  We hope that you will review this and look for where your skills 
will fit to further our efforts.    
 
One Board Member that has gone above and beyond recently is 
Michael Bashista.  He worked tirelessly to find a new venue for our April 
Scent Work Trial.  Unfortunately, even Michael could not save the April 
trial.  We know all the entrants are disappointed that we had to cancel.  
Know that Michael will continue to search for a replacement location for 
next year.  In the meantime, we will still be able to hold our November 
Scent Trial.  If you see Michael, thank him for all he does for the club. 
 
The February Blast from the Past of MBDTC 
In the early 1970s, scent hurdle competition originated in 
Southern California.  Teams of 4 dogs raced over 4 
hurdles, identify and retrieve their handler’s dumbell and 
return it to their handler. I don’t know the year these 
pictures are from, but MBDTC held Scent Hurdle trials.  
We still have the wooden hurdles in our container at the 
fairgrounds.  Scent Hurdles evolved into Flyball today.  
Craig Simberg and Tom have been successful participants 
in this sport. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hug your dogs and cherish every minute you are privileged to have 
them with you! 
 
Terri Gregson, President 

mailto:gregsons4@sbcglobal.net
mailto:marionb@bashista.com
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April Scent Work Trials Cancelled 
 
After a few surprises and multiple attempts to locate a new site, the trials were cancelled. The major reason was the 
surprise loss of the Watsonville Elks Club. The Santa Cruz Elks, after multiple yes and no to availability, the final 
answer was no.  Other than the AKC application fees, no other funds were committed. 
 
At least one judge had the opportunity to be invited to another trial the same weekend. It was decided to cancel and 
release the other judges. 
 
The search is on for a site for our Nov. 15 trial. We could add Nov. 14 if a large site was available. A one-day trial can 
be held in a small facility. A weekend trial requires multiple large and small rooms with plenty of parking. Most likely 
we will hold a one-day trial. Judge Suzanne Edholm has the date on her calendar. 
 
A key element securing a trial site location is if there is a “champion” working or teaching or is a MBDTC member 
associated with the facility.  Rich Torres was the Club’s champion at the Watsonville Elks Lodge.  
 
All suggestions are welcome. Email Michael Bashista at michael@bashista.com.  The AKC requires the submission 
of the application 18 weeks before an event, which is mid-July.  
 
I am optimistic we will have the Nov. trial. 
 
Michael Bashista 
Dir. of Matches and Trials 
 
 
 
 
 

********************************* 
 

Congratulations New CGCs! 
from Lynn Schmitt, CGC Test Chair 

 
Congratulations to these dogs and handlers who earned their CGC titles. Well done all! 

 

   
Westley Yoshey Trane 

   
 
 

 

mailto:michael@bashista.com
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Soleil got to hunt for rats in Barn Hunt and loves this new game. She found both rats in one of 
her Open runs for a 3rd place finish and a total of 8 rats in Crazy 8s between 2 runs (5 and 3 
respectively) for a total of 120 points if my math is correct. She earned 3rd place in her first 

Crazy 8s run ever with her 5 rats. Good rat dog!!! She was thinking about 
getting a new handler after her first Open run when I blurt alerted. Oops. 
Sorry Soleil. Good thing she loves me. I am also enjoying this new game. 
Learning the rules, meeting new people and crossing paths with people 
from other dogs sports where we compete. 
 
My dogs have done it again. And in spectacular fashion!!!  We went to 
the well run MBASWC scent work trial and had the best time. 

Rhyme earned her first 2 detective Qs with a 2nd and 3rd place. 
This was her first time running detective and I never thought we 
would come home with a Q, let alone 2 with placements. She also 
earned her first Master interior Q with a 1st place and another 
Master Exterior, also with a placement. 
 

Soleil got to play as well and earned 3 out of 4 Qs in Excellent with 2 placements. So proud 
of her, she works so hard for me.  
 

More Nose Work excitement. Over the weekend of Feb 20th, Rhyme earned a leg in her 

first NW3 and Soleil earned her Level 1 Interior title.  My dogs bring me so much joy with 
their sniffing skills. So much fun to go to the line with both............ (Michelle Pressel)  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
We had a couple of great weekends at Scent Work Trials:   
 

On Feb. 7 we went to Lodi for the Norcal GRC Trial, Rainy picked up her 5th 

Detective leg. Eddie got 3 legs in Advanced and finished his Adv. Buried title. 
 

Then on the 14th at the MBASWC Trial in Pacific Grove, Rainy picked up her 6th 

Detective leg and repeated that on the 15th for her 7th leg. Eddie Q’d in all 4 Adv. 
elements to finish Interior, Containers & Exterior and his overall SWA title!!............. 
(Linda Lang)  
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Lacie and I completed our Excellent Handler Discrimination title with a 
third place at the MBASWC trial 2/15/26. ............. (Reena Walton)  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Isa Rally Advanced B. title - 100, 99 & 90 (Mom blew a sign 🤦‍♀️)............ (Karen Azevedo)  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Trane passed his CGC at the Club’s test on February 23rd............. (Michael Bashista)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

More BRAGS and CONGRATULATIONS! 
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3/5/2017 9 Austin Miniature Schnauzer Imo Lawton 

3/10/2014 12 Kiara Labrador Retriever Michael & Marion Bashista 

3/10/2021 5 Hannah Doberman Pinscher Elizabeth Manning 

3/14/2020 6 Connor Dalmatian Judy Force 

 
 
** If we’ve missed someone or your information needs to be updated, please contact Marion Bashista at 
marionb@bashista.com with your changes. Thanks! 

 
 
 

3/4 Tammy Philbin 

3/23 Yvette Cook 
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